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A-Z of how we can help you: Asphalt, Bulldozer Work, Carpark Construction, Clearing, Cobblestones, Concrete Breaking & disposal, Concrete Work, Digger 

Hire, Drainage, Drilling (200,300,400,500 diam.) Driveway & Carpark Design & Construction, Earthworks, Emergency Work, Excavation, Grass Cells, 

Hotmix, Kerbing, Pothole Repairs, Project Management, Retaining Walls, Roading, Roller Hire, Sealing, Silt Control, Subdivisions (Complete Construction), 

Topsoiling & Grassing, Truck Hire, Vehicle Crossings & Those really difficult jobs that nobody wants to do! 

 

 

 

 

Comment 

Our winter of discontent is nearly over. What with the wet weather, 
the collapsing Finance Companies, record fuel prices, massive 
increases in steel and other commodities, there has not been much 
to look forward to over the past few months. 
 
Maybe the sooner the election is held, the better for everyone.  
 
The only positive spin we can put on the situation is that 
the response time to get projects completed is at a 
record high.                            We’re waiting for your call! 
 
David Hick 
Joe Coombe 
 

The Weather 

 Just to prove this winter is not that bad, below are the winter 
rainfall figures for the past few years: 

Month 2007 2008 
May 21 94 
June 105 147 
July 340 157 
Aug 142 170 

Check out our weather station at: 
http://www.gilescivil.co.nz/weather/index.html 
After our wet miserable winter all we can say is “Global Warming”: 
Bring it on! And remember daylight saving kicks in the last weekend 
of September.  

 
Quoted 

A woman has the last word in any argument.  
Anything a man says after that is the beginning of a new 
argument 
 
I spent a lot of money on booze, birds and fast cars. The rest 
I just squandered. 
  - George Best 
 
New to our Website 

Click on our 12Tonne digger on our 
home page (www.gilescivil.co.nz) for a 
PDF profile of all our equipment.  

 
For all you Lexophiles 

(lovers of words) out there! 
1 .I wondered why the baseball 
was getting bigger. Then it hit 
me. 
2. A boiled egg is hard to beat. 
3. A bicycle can't stand alone; it 
is two tired. 
4. A will is a dead giveaway. 
5. He had a photographic 
memory which was never 
developed. 
6. Marathon runners with bad 
shoes suffer the agony of de 
feet. 
7. To write with a broken pencil 
is pointless. 
8. The dead batteries were 
given out free of charge. 
9. If you take a laptop computer 
for a run you could jog your 
memory. 
10. A dentist and a manicurist 
fought tooth and nail. 
11. When you’ve seen one 
shopping centre you've seen a 
mall. 
12.  If you jump off a Paris 
bridge, you are in Seine. 
13. When she saw her first 
strands of grey hair, she 
thought she'd dye. 
14. Bakers trade bread recipes 
on a knead to know basis. 
15. When fish are in schools 
they sometimes take debate. 
 

DID YOU KNOW 
 February 1865 is the only month 

in recorded history not to have a 

full moon.  

A 'jiffy' is an actual unit of time for 

1/100th of a second. 

In the last 4,000 years, no new 

animals have been domesticated. 
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Our “Mid-Year Xmas” Function. 
For something different we took some of the Engineering 
Consultants we work with for a walk over the Harbour Bridge.  
After two postponements due to stormy weather we took to the 
bridge on the 22nd of August. Four brave souls chose the “optional” 

bungy jump (The Bungy Jumpers have the bright yellow harnesses 
on in the picture).  
There is a completely different life going on under the bridge, 
totally removed from the bustle of Auckland. We can recommend 
this as a “must do” for everyone in Auckland.  
Included in our group were our winners from our last competition.  

 
There’s Light at the End of the Tunnel  

(But just watch out for the train!!!) 
We had the recent opportunity to “go down” inside the new 
Rosedale Sewer Outfall Tunnel in Constellation Drive. 
We were assessing a rock-grinding attachment for one of our 
diggers.  
From a construction point of view, it’s great to see projects like this 
happening. 
McConnell Dowell is constructing the tunnel for North Shore City 
Council’s new Rosedale Wastewater Treatment Plant outfall, which 
will discharge high quality treated effluent from the treatment plant, 
2.8km out to sea into the Rangitoto Channel. 
The attached picture is the 45metre deep chamber which will allow 
the crew to drop in their TBM (Tunnel Boring Machine) to drill the 
tunnel out to sea. We understand the $9m TBM is making a “one 

way” trip and will “bury” 
itself below the tunnel 
outfall. The Tunnel 
passes some 25metres 
below Sidmouth 
Terrace in Mairangi 
Bay; here we have just 
completed a series of 
speed humps. I guess 
if there is any 
subsidence the 
“bumps” may become 
“hollows”. 
 

 

Staff Updates 

 

NZ Contractors Federation 
Giles Civil Ltd Founder & Director, Joe 

Coombe, was elected Vice-President of the 

Auckland Branch in July. 

 

STMS 
David Hick & Stefan Maresch successfully 

completed the Site Traffic Management 

Supervisors Course. 

All our staff completed their TC1 (Traffic 

Control Level 1) Certificates in June. 

 

NZ Contractors Shell Environmental 

Awards. 

We didn’t win; it was a great experience for 

all our staff. We entered our recently 

completed project at 50 Upper Harbour Dr., 

Greenhithe.  

It was a great effort by all our team on a 

very steep & tricky site & we were only 

pipped by projects that were “more 

interesting”.  

 


